
A Resolution in Support of Implementing the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities

 
WHEREAS, the Jordan River is an urban waterway bordering 15 municipalities and three counties, with the potential to be a wonderful asset to the residents and visitors of region;
  
WHEREAS, greater Salt Lake region is an expanding urban area, in which open spaces for parks, trails and recreation are rapidly disappearing; 

WHEREAS, the communities along the Jordan River have recognized the valuable asset that this urban waterway presents to their residents and visitors, 

WHEREAS, the majority of local governments along the Jordan River have passed resolutions supporting implementation of the "Blueprint Jordan River: A Lake to Lake Vision," a comprehensive three-county visioning process to restore a healthier and more attractive Jordan River corridor;
 
WHEREAS, the Jordan River Commission was created through an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement of the cities and counties along the Jordan River to implement the Blueprint Jordan River and [CITY/COUNTY] is a member of the Jordan River Commission;
 
WHEREAS, the Jordan River Commission has developed a new set of tools, “Best Practices for Riverfront Communities” to help communities implement the goals of the Blueprint Jordan River, which includes strategies for land use, environmental restoration, recreation, stormwater management, and utility corridors;
 

WHEREAS, the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities identify practical considerations, local examples, benefits and “how to” instructions, as well as providing multiple tools to assist in implementation of the Best Practices at the local government level;
 
WHEREAS, incorporating the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities and implementing the vision of the Blueprint Jordan River at both the community and regional levels will improve the quality of life for all residents and visitors by restoring natural habitat and providing recreational opportunities for many years to come;

WHERAS, the Jordan River Commission has no regulatory authority, and the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities document is designed to be a flexible tool that allows for local adaptation to effectively implement local priorities and to reflect individual community needs. 

WHEREAS, the Jordan River Commission exists as a resource for local governments and other Jordan River Stakeholders to help with implementation through technical assistance, volunteer organization, grant writing, fundraising, lobbying, education, and community outreach.
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

That [City/County] hereby commits to support to implementation of the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities into its practices and decision making, and to encourage incorporation of the Best Practices into local government planning processes and land management practices by:

1. Enacting or modifying zoning ordinances based on the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities to ensure that any development within the Jordan River corridor is compatible with Blueprint recommendations;
2. Incorporating the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities into regular maintenance plans, programs, and practices for open space, recreational areas, and stormwater systems.
3. Participation in cooperative efforts to fund open space acquisition, trail development, and habitat restoration where practical;
4. Participating in ongoing regional efforts to implement the guiding principles and goals of the Blueprint Jordan River. 
 
