
Volunteer Canoe Cleanup
Jordan River Commission 



What is a Canoe Cleanup?
The Jordan River faces many challenges as 

an urban river running through the heart 

of  the Salt Lake Valley, one of which is 

trash in the river. 

Some of the litter and debris washes into 

the river from the many stormwater 

drains that empty into the river, some is a 

result of the adjacent trail users neglect, 

and some is thrown in the river 

intentionally.



The most effective way (and in 

some cases the ONLY way) to 

remove the trash is from in the river 

using canoes with nets and trash 

grabbers.

The Jordan River Commission has 6 

canoes for a maximum of 18 people 

to get the job done.   

The JRC brings the canoes, PFDs, 

paddles, and instruction. All we 

need is volunteers to help with 

hauling trash from the river.   



Launch
Volunteers are 

fitted with PFDs, 

given paddles, 

tools, and separated 

into groups of 2-3 

per boat. 

The Jordan River 

Commission goes 

through basic 

paddling 

instructions before 

launch. 

Shuttle
The Canoe 

Cleanup begins in 

a different location 

than it ends.

Volunteers are 

responsible for 

working out 

shuttle 

arrangements 

before the cleanup 

is scheduled to 

start.



Teamwork
Some of the bigger 

things,  like shopping 

carts and tires take  a 

group effort but are 

rewarding hauls.



Using nets or grabbers, 

volunteers pick trash 

out of the river and put 

it in the canoe.

The canoes get VERY 

full, and everyone gets 

VERY muddy and 

stinky… so expect to get 

dirty and have fun!



Take Out
At the end of the 

section, full canoes are 

pulled out of the river 

and garbage is bagged 

and data is collected.



Tally Sheets
While trash is being 

bagged, volunteers tally 

what they found. This 

helps us understand what 

the source of the problem 

might be and as we start 

seeing trends, hope to find 

ways to prevent litter 

from polluting  rivers, 

creeks, and streams.



Email Aimee -  
ahorman@utah.gov 

to coordinate a 
group volunteer 

event

mailto:ahorman@utah.gov

