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Five Categories of 

Learning Content: 
 
1) Recreation 

2) Human & Natural History 

3) Water & Water Quality 

4) Ecology & Restoration 

5) Public Safety & 
Community Building 

 

 

 

RECREATION:  

 
Take a Walk:  Walk or ride the Jordan River Parkway Trail in 
your neighborhood and make notes or take pictures as to 
where way-finding information would be useful. 
 
Identify Features:  Locate recreational activities along the trail 
that should be highlighted on a mobile website or note what 
recreational activities could be introduced to improve your 
experience of the river. 

 
What information would be helpful?:  Note recreational 
information you would like to have available to you on a mobile 
website such as park facilities, trail access, self-directed 
educational walking tours, games using QR codes, etc. 
 
Share your stories:  Share recreation experiences you have 
had on the trail or on the river including neighborhood 
activities, exercise programs. Tell your fitness success stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using smartphone technology and a series 
of interpretive stops along the Jordan River 
Parkway Trail, we’re turning the river 
corridor into a nature center without walls.   
 

We want you to help create it! 
 
Below and on the following pages, you will 
find suggestions on ways to get started.   
 

Submit your content to: 
lahanson@utah.gov 

 

mailto:lahanson@utah.gov
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HUMAN & NAUTRAL HISTORY:  

Be an historian: Interview a long-term resident and for his/her 
reminiscences of and experiences with the Jordan River.  
Discuss how his/her experiences with the river have changed 
over time.   
 
River Encounters: Describe your own or another resident’s 
encounter with the river.  Feel free to use photographs and 
text to convey your experience. 
 
Photograph the River:  Share photographs you’ve made or 
are currently making of the river.  Spread the word that photos 
of the river (current and historical) are needed.  Serious 
photographers and amateurs are welcome to contribute.   
 
Journaling: Maintain a river journal that describes a visit or 
repeated visits to the river and observations made. Be detailed 
in your observations and candid with your emotions.   
 
River Lore: Research, gather, and present folklore about the 
Jordan River.    

Poetry, Short Prose, Water Colors, Paintings, Video:  
Personal engagement with the river using a variety of literary 
approaches and media is welcome.     
 
Interview an Expert:  Select an ecologist, archeologist, water 
scientist, etc., and interview him/her about an aspect of the 
river.   Contact Leslie Kelen, Center for Documentary 
Expression and Art, Executive Director, or Doris Mason, 
Executive Assistant, 801-355-3903, lkelen@cdeautah.org  
or doris@cdeautah.org for a list of possible interviewees and 

approaches. 
 
Prepare Your Own River History:  Describe your personal 
engagement with the river over the course of your life, or a 
portion of your life.  

WATER & WATER QUALITY:  

Take a photograph or video:  Walk or 
ride the Jordan River Parkway Trail in 
your neighborhood and snap a 
photograph of water flowing out of a 
pipe and into the river. Take note of its 
color?  Has it rained recently? Where 
do you think the water is coming from? 

Become a “Citizen Scientist” 

through Utah Water Watch: Learn to 

sample water quality in the river and 

report back what you find out.   

http://extension.usu.edu/waterquality/ht

m/citizen_monitoring/uww 

Did you know?:  Pick a topic of interest to you related to 
water, research it, and present your findings.  Suggestions 
include:  

What is the water cycle? What is a watershed? Do you live in 
a watershed?  Where does the water in the Jordan River come 
from? Where does it go?  What is polluting the Jordan River?  
Why does it matter? Do fish live here?  What kinds of fish? 

Tips for river stewardship: Research and create a list of 
simple actions that individuals can take to improve the quality 
of the water in the Jordan River. 

Share your stories:  Did you see garbage along the river?  
Did you pick it up? Did you take a photo? 

How much water? Find the automatic recording storm water 

gauge located on the west side of the 500 North bridge 

crossing.  Go to the web site and record and observe the 

effect of rainstorms on this urban watershed. 

http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/area.php?wfo=slc#river20 

mailto:lkelen@cdeautah.oeg
mailto:doris@cdeautah.org
http://extension.usu.edu/waterquality/htm/citizen_monitoring/uww
http://extension.usu.edu/waterquality/htm/citizen_monitoring/uww
http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/area.php?wfo=slc#river20
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ECOLOGY & RESTORATION:  

 
Take a field trip:  Obtain the Jordan River Parkway Trail Map 
from the Jordan River Commission and find a place along the 
river you would like to visit and learn more about. Take photos 
and write about your trip. 

 
Read: Obtain and read a copy of “Reawakened Beauty:  The 
Past, Present and Future of the Jordan River.  This is a very 
useful guide to the human and natural history of the Jordan 
River. Did anything surprise you?  What did you not know 
before? 

 
Go bird watching: Take a notebook, camera or binoculars 
with you out on the trail.   It is better to go in the early morning 
or late evening.  Listen for birds and try to identify them with a 
bird guidebook.   
 
Go on a nature walk:  Obtain a copy of the self-guiding trail 
walk we’ve developed between 700 N. and 500 N along both 
sides of the river.  The trip starts on the unpaved path on the 
west side off of 700 N. Look for signs of beaver and birds-- like 
trees chewed at an angle or nests in, etc.  Try to find the 
plants listed on the handout to learn about their ecological 
value. Record what you find, what you would like to know 
more about or what you would like others to know about them. 

 
Write: Think about writing a short reflective essay or poem 
using the above information, pictures or words for illustration 
or inspiration. 

 
Design a tour: Help us develop a model nature trail or virtual 
field trip to inspire or teach others about the Jordan River. 

 
Research: Pick a topic of interest to you and learn more about 
it.  Present your findings, sketches, audio recordings, and 
photographs.  Suggestions include:  a native bird species, a 
native plant species, requirements for healthy habitat, a 
problem plant species, the Jordan River food chain, Central 
North American Migratory Bird Flyway. 

PUBLIC SAFETY & COMMUNITY 

BUILDING:  

 
Report safety problems: Note and report locations of graffiti 
or vandalism to be addressed.  What solutions do you have to 
prevent this problem? 
 
Spot a shopping cart: Note the locations of large objects in 
the river or trail corridor for removal.  What solutions do you 
have to prevent this problem?  
 
What information would be helpful: Think of public safety or 
community building resources that you would like to see 
provided in a mobile website such as: graffiti hotline, 
neighborhood watch training, etc. 
 
Identify Community Destinations: Identify places that are 
good examples of community building efforts along the river in 
your neighborhood (e.g. Eco-garden at the Day Riverside 
Library, or the People’s Market, the mural at the Sorenson 
Unity Center, a great local business or organization near the 
river) 

 
Lend a hand: Participate in a community volunteer effort and 
take photos, write about your experience. 

 
Jordan River Commission Volunteer Program 
http://jordanrivercommission.com/volunteer/ 

 
Salt Lake City Volunteer Program   
http://www.slcgov.com/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities  
 
Or, organize your own a neighborhood or family weed pull or 
trash pick-up day, take photos of your event or write down 
your thoughts about the experience to share.   
 
 

http://jordanrivercommission.com/map/meet-the-jordan-river-an-ecological-walk-along-the-riparian-zone/
http://jordanrivercommission.com/map/meet-the-jordan-river-an-ecological-walk-along-the-riparian-zone/
http://jordanrivercommission.com/volunteer/
http://www.slcgov.com/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities

