Utah’s Recovery Potential Watershed
Planning Tool

Introduction and Application

Location

Multi Agency

State Office Building
195 North 1950 West

DEQ Board Room, 1% Floor

Please check in with Reception upon arrival.

Contact Information
If you have questions about workshop logistics, please contact:

Jeff Ostermiller: jostermiller@utah.gov, 801-258-1611 (mobile)
Ben Holcomb: bholcomb®@utah.gov, 801-536-4373

Purpose
o Introduce Recovery Potential Screening (RPS) watershed planning tool
o Review results of the Urban Watershed calibration efforts
o Provide participants with hands-on experience with calibration, analysis, and interpretation
o Obtain input for future development

Wednesday, February 19th
9:00-9:20 Introductions

Jeff Ostermiller, DIWQ

Who is present? What is your Affiliation? What is your experience, if any, to recovery
potential screening tools?

9:20-10:00 Overview of Recovery Potential Screening
Doug Norton, USEPA

Provide the basics of the recovery potential screening process and underlying concepts.



10:00-10:45

10:45-11:15

11:15-11:45

11:45-12:00

12:00-1:00

1:00-2:00

2:00-3:30

3:30-3:45

3:45-4:30

Utah Examples: Nutrient Reduction Prioritization within Urban Watersheds
Mike Paul, Tetra Tech

- Discuss the rationale of gathering professional input to develop recovery potential
scenarios.
- Provide the results of several examples that we developed from professional input.

Utah’s Recovery Potenltial indicators
Ben Holcomb, DWQ and Doug Norton

Provide an overview of indicators that have been incorporated
within Utah'’s Recovery Potential Screening Tool.

Running Recovery Potential: The Nuts and Bolts

Mike Paul and Doug Norton

alkathrgugh dheslics

h +tha fAant, Y SR,
[ [}

M ain exampie steening run for

Urban Waters. Review and discuss the results.
Introduce Afternoon Exercises

Mike Paul and leff Ostermiller

Lunch - Provided {Red lguana)

Development of Recovery Potential Screening Tools: Prioritization of Nutrient
Reduction Efforts in Areas with Primarily Non-Point Sources

Facilitators and Trainers: Mike Poul, Doug Norton, Jeff Ostermiller and Ben Holcomb

We'll break into several small groups who will develop recovery potential scenarios for
several of Utah’s watersheds where the majority of nutrients come from non-point
sources. Instructors will facilitate discussion during the afternoon hands-on exercises.
Group members should also agree on specific tasks for afternoon exercises.

Running RPS

Participants wili all have the opportunity to work directly with the RPS tool. Scenarios
will be developed and outputs saved. instructors will circulate among groups to answer
questions and provide assistance.

Break

Running RPS



Continuation of afternoon exercises with ongoing one-on-one instruction on the
mechanics of running RPS tools.

Thursday, February 20t

9:00-10:00 Regroup and Compile Results
Facilitators and Trainers: Mike Paul, Doug Norton, Jeff Ostermiller and Ben Holcomb

Groups will convene to review and compile the results from individual screening runs.
Prepare a brief summary presentation for morning discussions.

10:00-11:00 Presentation of Group Results

Each group will present key results and insights from their screening exercises.
11:00-11:30  Insights Gleaned from RPS Exercises: Group Discussion

Discussion Facilitators: Mike Paul and Doug Norton

Compare and contrast the approaches taken by different groups.

Were the outputs intuitive? How did RPS outputs vary across scenarios? How did
the results differ among major watersheds?

11:30-12:00 Discussion, Q&A and Wrap-up

Final thoughts on potential uses of recovery potential screening in Utah. Solicit feedback
on any potential additional indicators or functions to include in future iterations of the
tool. Follow-on possibilities.

12:00 Adjourn
Optional
2:00-4:00 A Broad Overview of Utah’s Recovery Potential Tool

Mike Paul (Tetra Tech) and Doug Norton (USEPA)

In the afternoon, we’ll hold another discussion that provides a broad overview of Utah's
Recovery Potential Screening (RPS) tool, including examples obtained from workshop
outputs. This discussion is intended for managers or others who could benefit from an



introduction to the RPS process, but who do not require a hands-on familiarity with the
software or RPS mechanics. Workshop participants should consider whether others
within their organization could benefit from this dialogue. All are welcome to attend.

Please contact seminar organizers for details.



QUICK REFERENCE SHEET FOR RPS TOOL USAGE
UT RPS WORKSHOP, FEBRUARY 2014

Most Important Key Points

1.

SAVE A BACKUP COPY of the tool file before doing anything with it. If not directly copying the
original file without opening it, be sure to save as file type EXCEL 97-2003 WORKBOOK or
MACRO-ENABLED WORKBOOK (do not save as file type EXCEL WORKBOOK).

ENABLE THE MACROS. You probably are seeing a security message and an “options” box at the
top of your screen immediately after the tool opens. Click on options and choose “enable this
content”.

AFTER ENABLING MACROS, IMMEDIATELY SAVE AS a new file name that includes the date and
your screening purpose (if known). You are likely to accumulate copies of the tool file that
contain different screenings done on different dates — plan your file naming methods now.
Saving the tool file for each scenario that you want to save is much easier and complete than
taking notes on each scenario and erasing/resetting one copy of the file several times.

IF ANY TOOL PERFORMANCE PROBLEMS OCCUR during usage, open a new copy rather than
using RESET repeatedly.

SAVE before closing the file. RENAME if the scenario turned out to do something different from
the name you gave it in step 3. Again, save only as file types in #1.

Really useful additional points

1.

EXPLORE WITHOUT FEAR. If you are using a renamed file copy you can’t ruin or lose your
original. Try out the following:

a. Just click on each tab along the screen bottom and read what each tab does. Note that
some tabs contain all the indicator data for all watersheds statewide at two scales, all
the indicator definitions, and several watershed subsets that may be of interest. Never
edit or delete these parts of the file.

b. Then go back to the setup tab and select ALL HUCs, choose a few random indicators,
and click on RUN SCENARIO.

c. Go to specific tabs at the screen hottom to view what your project created — see the
tabs for SUMMARY SCORES, BUBBLE PLOT, AND MAP. Play with different color schemes
or settings in BUBBLE PLOT OPTIONS and MAP OPTIONS. Look through everything that
you can customize under these options.

DON'T JUST SELECT 3 OR 4 WATERSHEDS TO TRY SCREENING. RPS was designed to compare
and contrast dozens, hundreds, even thousands of watersheds. Selecting too few watersheds
doesn’t provide a useful gradient for comparison, or a background context against which to
consider a single watershed’s score. If you really are interested in just two or three watersheds,
screen a larger group (e.g. all HUC12s in the same HUC8) to compare them against as well as to
one another.

SELECT 3 TO 10 INDICATORS PER EACH OF THE THREE CLASSES (ECO, STRESSOR, SOCIAL).
Although everything may seem important, selecting too many indicators adds noise and actually
diminishes the influence of the most important indicators. Better to choose fewer indicators
and run several different scenarios aimed at the same purpose, then observing which
watersheds scored consistently, than to choose too many indicators in one scenario.

BE CREATIVE. Choose different subsets of watersheds to compare, different combinations and
weights of indicators, and display products. Make what you need, and save the best visuals.
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