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ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 
Laura Hanson, Jordan River Commission 
Brian Nichols, SWCA 
John Larsen, Utah Division of Water Rights, Upper Jordan River Water Commissioner 

Name Agency or Organization  Present 

Corey Rushton Board Past-Chair, West Valley City X 

Chris McCandless Board Chair, Sandy City X 

Rebecca Call Board Vice-Chair, Saratoga Springs X 

Richard Bay  Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District X 

Ralph Becker Salt Lake City 
By Alternate: 
Lewis Kogan 

John Bennett Office of the Governor X 

Bill Colbert Draper City 
By Alternate: 

Jennifer Jastremsky 

Ben McAdams Salt Lake County 
By Alternate: 

Julie Peck-Dabling 

Commissioner Louenda Downs Davis County 
By Alternate: 

Jeff Oyler 

Commissioner Larry Ellertson Utah County  

Bruce Jones Utah Transit Authority  

Debbie Snow City of South Salt Lake   

Laura Ault Division of Forestry Fire State Lands 
By Alternate: 

Tyler Murdock 

Rep. Rich Cunningham Utah House of Representatives X 

Stan Porter City of North Salt Lake X 

Trent Staggs Riverton City X 

Justin Stoker City of West Jordan  

Tee Tyler Cottonwood Heights X 

Dan Armstrong Taylorsville 
By Alternate: 

Michael Meldrum 

Eric Gaddis Division of Water Quality  X 

Aimee Newton Salt Lake County Council 
By Alternate: 

Adam Gardiner 

Scott Peters Ex-Officio, Jordan River Foundation X 

Alene Bentley Ex-Officio, Rocky Mountain Power  

Jon Bronson Ex-Officio, Zions Bank  

Amy Collins Ex-Officio, TreeUtah  

Greg Hardy Ex-Officio, Chevron  

Michael Horrocks Ex-Officio, Wasatch Rowing Foundation X 

Soren Simonsen Ex-Officio, At Large X 

Michael Steele Ex-Officio, Utah State Fairpark  

Ray Pickup Ex-Officio, Workers Compensation Fund 
By Alternate: 

Kris McFarland 

Tim Brown Ex-Officio, Tracy Aviary  
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MINUTES 

 
A regular meeting of the Governing Board of the Jordan River Commission, was held on 
Thursday January 15, 2015 at 9:00 am at the Taylorsville City Hall, 2600 West Taylorsville 
Boulevard, Taylorsville, Utah 84128 
 
Chris McCandless, Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. He welcomed the Board 
and thanked everyone for attending.   
 

 
ITEM 1 – CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Chris McCandless asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  No changes made 
 

Motion –  Soren Simonsen made a motion to approve the agenda and minutes. 
Second –  Rebecca Call 
Vote – Unanimous in favor. 
 

 
ITEM 2 – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to give the Director’s Report. 
 
Laura Hanson thanked the Board and gave an overview of work progress and updates since 
the last Board meeting: 
 

Administration 

� Prepared and submitted the JRC’s FY14 Financial Report to the State Auditor.  We 
circulated a quote for bids at the last minute and received only one response, which was 
from the accountant we’ve worked with the past few years – Ryan Child at Wood 
Richards.   Ryan has been very helpful and has good knowledge of the JRC at this point.  
The financial review identified a few areas for improvement (posting of minutes to the 
Public Notice Website, missed annual Open Meetings Training in FY14, Laura Hanson 
missed her annual Records Officer certification for FY2014, Financial reports must go to 
the full Board each quarter).  These will be corrected for FY15.  

� Riverton City has voted to join the Jordan River Commission, bringing membership up to 
11 cities, three counties, two districts, and several other state and community partners. 

� Records Officer Certification Exam – Laura Hanson completed the required annual 
records officer training and certification exam for FY 2015.  

 

Community Relations & Outreach 

� Biocontrol -  We printed 500 “No more Goathead” stickers to give away and thank those 
that donate biocontrol.  A holiday gift idea facebook blast generated about $200 in new 
biocontrol donations. 

 

Projects, Grants, and Fundraising Efforts 
 

� Upcoming Grant Deadlines: 

o Urban Waters Small Grants/Five-Star Restoration Grants 
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o NEA-NPS "Imagine Your Parks" Funding Collaboration 

 

� Projects: MyJordanRiver.org 

o The JRC would like to give a special thank you to Rocky Mountain Power for their 
generous $2,000 donation to the www.MyJordanRiver.org project.  The project 
expenses for this mobile website exceeded our grant funds by approximately 
$2,400 and we are very grateful Rock Mountain Power for helping to make up the 
vast majority of this shortfall.   

 

� Projects:  Best Practices for Riverfront Communities 

o Education 

� The third training in the Best Practices for Riverfront Communities Training 
Series was held on November 21, 2014, and was a successful event.  The 
training was not as heavily attended as previous workshops, but also 
catered to a slightly different audience. Additional advertising and 
networking is recommended for future trainings.   

o Implementation 

� The JRC has partnered with the Wasatch Front Regional Council and Salt 
Lake County to include the Best Practices document as an additional tool 
in the Wasatch Choice for 2040 Toolbox, under the Green Infrastructure 
Tool.   

� The Local Planning Resource Grant Program being administered by 
WFRC and SLCO gives extra evaluation points to grant proposals that 
incorporate implementation of the Best Practices Document. 

 

� Projects: Development Review Assistance Checklist and “River Friendly” Recognition 
Program 

o The JRC is continuing to refine this checklist based on TAC member feedback and 
further exploration.  A series of prerequisite standards must now be met, and 
additional points may be scored for exceeding these standards. 

o The TAC meets again on February 17
th
, and will discuss an updated version and 

then forward it back to the Governing Board for review and consideration. 

 

� Projects:  Lower Jordan Restoration, Clean-up and Community Education Project 

o Work has kicked off on this three-year effort to clean up the garbage from the lower 
reaches of the Jordan River and engage students and community in restoring the 
native vegetation along the river. 

o A media event was held to celebrate the completion of the first 8-week school 
residency as part of this grant.  Students at the Pacific Heritage Academy helped 
install a Jordan River Wildlife Grove on their school grounds and several media 
stories were published in response. 

 

� Projects:  Get Into the River 2015 Festival 

o Signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Splore to create a formal structure for 
the management of the event.  This structure includes a planning committee on 
which any interested party may participate in the event planning. 
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o Work continues to plan for this two-day event. 
 
Chris McCandless shared his appreciation of the 2014 Get Into the River Festival and how 
exciting the grand opening of the 9000 south tunnel was. 
 
Corey Rushton noted that the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District has been a fantastic 
partner in helping to complete the trail gaps in the Bluffdale area, and that the progress being 
made there is an outstanding example of inter-agency partnerships encouraged by the JRC. 
 
Scott Peters noted also thanked Salt Lake County and the JVWCD for this partnership, and 
expressed how much he has enjoyed working with them both on this project. 
 
No action taken. Discussion only. 

 
 

 
ITEM 3 – Discuss and consider approval of a DRAFT Strategic Plan for the Jordan River 
Commission, and a timeline for public review and final plan approval  
 

Chris McCandess asked Laura Hanson to introduce this topic. 
 
Laura Hanson explained that the Jordan River Commission has been working on developing 
a draft Strategic Plan over the last year as time has allowed.  Part of this process included 
meeting with Dan Griffiths from Tanner Co., whom donated his local government strategic 
planning expertise pro bono. 

 
A draft strategic plan has been developed and is available for Board Review.  The Board 
reviewed and made comments on the draft plan at its October 2014 meeting.  Dan Griffiths 
from Tanner Company attended the Board meeting and lead a discussion about the priorities 
for the JRC in the coming years.  The following general categories were identified and are 
listed in order of the number of votes each received: 

 
� Funding Resources, More $, Leverage – 15 votes 
� Branding and Marketing – 8 votes 
� Develop River Access Plan, Right-of-Way Acquisition – 7 votes 
� Prioritization of Open Space Acquisition – 7 votes 
� Education of Kids and Community Education – 7 votes 
� Trail Completion, Recreation and Tourism – 5 votes 
� Coordination of Volunteer Efforts – 3 votes 
� Water Quality – 2 votes 
 

Changes have been made to the plan to reflect that input, and a new draft is before the Board 
for consideration and possible approval for release to the public for comment.  It is proposed 
that the public be given the months of February and March to review the draft plan, and that 
the Board aim for adoption of a final plan in April 2015.   
 
Soren Simonsen clarified that the lower scoring topics received lower priorities not because 
they are less important, but likely because many board members recognized that greater 
funding is necessary to really accomplish them.   

 
Motion – Lewis Kogan made a motion to approve the Strategic Plan and public 

comment period. 
 Second – Rebecca Call 
 Vote – Unanimous in favor. 
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ITEM 4 – Discuss and consider adoption of a Development Review Assistance Process 
and Checklist. 
 

Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to present this item.   
 
Laura Hanson reported that the Executive Committee has met and discussed the following 
priority lobbying efforts for the upcoming session: 
 
1) Concurrent resolution that permits the Division of Natural Resources to officially sign the 

Interlocal Agreement.   
 
2) A request for greater flexibility in the process by which the Utah Division of Forestry Fire 

and State Lands requests and allocates funds from its restricted account. 
 
3) Annual, ongoing funding for the Jordan River Commission and local government grants 

program.   
 

Chris McCandless noted that the main focus is to try to secure some long-term, consistent 
funding for the JRC and then to further leverage the local and state dollars with grants and 
donations. 
 
Scott Peters noted that the Jordan River Foundation would very much like to serve as a 
partner and is happy to help leverage and secure additional funding.  
 
Richard Cunningham suggested getting a request into three or four appropriations 
committees, hoping to perhaps get a piece from each.  He asked Laura Hanson to get him 
specific talking points and to start working on this quickly. 
 
Rebecca Call noted that she has had several conversations with Rep. Mike McKell and is 
planting seeds. 
 
John Bennett mentioned that the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund was 
again not included in the Governor’s Budget.   
 
Julie Peck-Dabling noted that the JRC may be missing an opportunity this year if no money is 
allocated to the program, even if the focus is for funding elsewhere in the state. She 
suggested that the Board also lobby for this effort.   
 
Laura Hanson noted that in previous years, the JRC has sent a letter to members of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee and Executive Appropriations Committee, and this letter could 
be easily updated and circulated.   
 
Chris McCandless suggested that a letter be drafted and circulated for review and approval 
by the board. 

 
Motion – Soren Simonsen made a motion to draft a letter requesting legislative 

support for the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund, 
circulated it to the Board for individual or collective action during the 
legislative session. 

 Second – Rebecca Call 
 Vote – Unanimous in favor. 

 
 

 
ITEM 5b– Consider Updates to the JRC Fiscal Procedures Policy 

 
Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to introduce this item. 
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Laura Hanson reported that the JRC Fiscal Procedures Policy was adopted in 2011, 
when the Commission was first created.  The current policy was based very closely on 
the Utah Lake Commission’s policy, and referred to an Excel Spreadsheet for tracking all 
financials.  The JRC moved to Quickbooks for tracking all financials at the beginning of 
2014, and the policy now refers to outdated procedures.   
 
A proposed update to the policy follows, and includes the following major changes: 

 
1. Eliminates all references to outdated financial tracking in Excel, and replaces that 

with current procedures for using Quickbooks. 
 

2. Clarifies the roles of the Director, Chair, Vice-Chair and Treasurer, and offers 
more flexibility in when checks need to be co-signed. 

 
a. It now allows the Director to sign all checks for amounts under $1,000, 

per the JRC Procurement Policy, as well as for amounts over $1,000 
when already approved through a competitively-awarded consultant 
contract or project-specific grant budget.   

 
b. A second signature is required for all checks over $1,000 if not already 

approved through a competitively-awarded consultant contract or project-
specific grant budget.   

 
Motion – Stan Porter made a motion to approve the proposed updates to the JRC 

Fiscal Procedures Policy. 
 Second – Soren Simonsen 
 Vote – Unanimous in favor. 

 
 

ITEM 5c – Approve Annual Meeting Schedule for the Jordan River Commission 
 
Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to introduce this item. 
 
Laura Hanson reminded the Board that the Jordan River Commission is required to 
approve an annual meeting schedule each year.  Meetings can be canceled and 
rescheduled as needed with proper public notice.  The proposed meeting schedule is as 
follows: 

 
Governing Board Meetings 
� Current Schedule – 3

rd
 Thursday of each month from 9-11 am 

� Options – 1
st
 or 2

nd
 Thursday of each month 

 
Executive Committee Meetings 
� 1

st
 Monday of each month at 1:30 pm 

 
Technical Advisory Committee 
� Current Schedule – 3

rd
 Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am 

� Options - shift according to Board meeting schedule to minimize the proposed 
development review assistance timeline 

 
 

Motion – Rebecca Call made a motion to approve the annual meeting schedule as 
proposed. 

 Second – Mike Horrocks 
 Vote – Unanimous in favor. 
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ITEM 5d– Discussion – Jordan River Comprehensive Management Plan  
 
Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to introduce this item. 
 
Laura Hanson introduced Tyler Murdock from the Utah Division of Forestry Fire and State 
Lands.  He gave a presentation about the Division’s plans to develop a comprehensive 
management plan for the Jordan River corridor, to support and provide consistency and 
predictability to the way that the river corridor is managed as a sovereign land.   

 
No action taken. Discussion only. 
 
 

ITEM 6a – Presentation: Annual Open Public Meetings Training  

 

Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to walk the Board through the training. 
 
Laura Hanson reminded the Board that the Jordan River Commission Governing Board is 
required to attend a training on the Utah Open Public Meetings Act each year.  She noted 
that the JRC legal counsel, Karl Hendrickson has proved the attached training document 
for your review.  She then walked the Board through the training document. 
 
Richard Bay noted that an additional approved purpose for closing a public meeting has 
been added, which is to discuss items associated with the compliance to the 
governmental entity’s procurement policy. 

 
 

ITEM 7 – Public Comment Period 
 
Chris McCandless asked if any members of the public would like to address the Board.  
 
John Larsen addressed the Board and mentioned that he looks forward to the 
Comprehensive Management Planning Process.  He also mentioned some dredging work 
that is planned to occur at a diversion structure in the upper Jordan River. 
 
Laura Hanson introduced John Larsen, the Upper Jordan River Water Commissioner, and 
noted that he would be a wonderful addition to the Technical Advisory Committee. 
 
No action taken. Discussion only. 
 

 
ITEM 10 – CONFIRM NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURN 
 

The next meeting of the Jordan River Commission Governing Board will be March 19, 
2015, 9:00-11:00, Taylorsville City Hall. 

 
On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned.  
 


