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Name	   Agency or Organization  Present 

Corey Rushton Board Past-Chair, West Valley City X 

Chris McCandless Board Chair, Sandy City X 

Rebecca Call Board Vice-Chair, Saratoga Springs X 

Richard Bay  Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District X 

Ralph Becker Salt Lake City By Alternate: 
Emy Maloutas 

John Bennett Office of the Governor  

Bill Colbert Draper City  

Ben McAdams Salt Lake County By Alternate: 
Julie Peck-Dabling 

Commissioner Louenda Downs Davis County X 

Commissioner Larry Ellertson Utah County  

Bruce Jones Utah Transit Authority X 

Debbie Snow City of South Salt Lake  X 

Laura Ault Division of Forestry Fire State Lands X 

Rep. Rich Cunningham Utah House of Representatives  

Stan Porter City of North Salt Lake X 

Justin Stoker City of West Jordan X 

Tee Tyler Cottonwood Heights X 

Dan Armstrong Taylorsville  

John Whitehead Division of Water Quality  X 

Vacant Salt Lake County Council  

Mark Bedel Ex-Officio, Jordan River Foundation X 

Alene Bentley Ex-Officio, Rocky Mountain Power X 

Jon Bronson Ex-Officio, Zions Bank By Alternate: 
Alex Buxton 

Amy Collins Ex-Officio, TreeUtah  

Greg Hardy Ex-Officio, Chevron  

Michael Horrocks Ex-Officio, Wasatch Rowing Foundation X 

vacant Ex-Officio,   

Michael Steele Ex-Offico, Utah State Fairpark X 

Ray Pickup Ex-Officio, Workers Compensation Fund By Alternate: 
Kris McFarland 
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ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Laura Hanson, Jordan River Commission 
David Eckhoff, Jordan River Commission TAC Chair 
Brianna Binnebose, Jordan River Commission 
   
 

MINUTES 
 

A regular meeting of the Governing Board of the Jordan River Commission, was held 
on Thursday April 17, 2014 at 9:00 am at the Taylorsville City Hall, 2600 West 
Taylorsville Boulevard, Taylorsville, Utah 84129 
 
Chris McCandless, Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. He welcomed the 
Board and thanked everyone for attending.   
 

 
ITEM 1 – CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Chris McCandless asked if there were any changes to the agenda or the January 16, 
2014, Governing Board meeting minutes. 
 

Motion –  Rebecca Call made a motion to approve the agenda and the January 
16, 2013 meeting minutes. 
Second –  Alene Bentley 
Vote – Unanimous in favor. 
 

 
ITEM 3 – PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
Chris McCandless asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to address the 
board, and seeing none, closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
 

ITEM 4 – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to provide her Director’s report.  Laura Hanson 
thanked the Board and gave an overview of work progress and updates since the last 
Board meeting: 

 
Community Relations & Outreach 
! Four volunteer events held so far.   
! Hosting a table at an Earth Day event on April 22 at the Salt Lake County Health 

Department. 
 
Administration 
! Brianna “Bri” Binnebose has been hired as the JRC’s new Program and Policy Planner.  
! We have two new interns starting in May.  Both are students at the University of Utah.   
 
Projects, Grants, and Fundraising Efforts 
! Grants 

o No new grants submitted since last board meeting 
 

! Urban Waters Grant – Mobile Website 
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o Design prototype delivery was delayed by 1.5 weeks due to some new ideas and 
project manager’s illness.  New version should be available by Friday April 18, 
2014. 

o EPA’s Office of Environmental Justice called and will be featuring the project on 
their blog in the coming weeks: http://blog.epa.gov/ej/ 

 
! Best Practices for Riverfront Communities 

o Technical Training Courses  
! March 25-27, 2014 – Environment Best Practices 

o Instructors: Chris Hoag, Eric McCulley, Ty Harrison, Jason Roper, 
Nathaniel Todea 

o Attended by approximately 50 people 
! Installed upright willow bundles and a willow fascine along the river in 

Salt Lake City 
 

! April 12, 2012 – Volunteer Leader Training 
o A second opportunity to train volunteers to help lead other volunteers as 

part of our Get Into the River event and other volunteer efforts 

! Get Into the River 

o Sponsors secured so far include:  Wells Fargo, Zions Bank, eBay, RioTinto, Smiths 
Marketplace, Tanner, KRCL, Slug Magazine, and the Larry H. and Gail Miller 
Family Foundation.  Several others have expressed interest. 

o Event website:  www.getintotheriver.org 

! Offer of Technical Assistance to the City of South Jordan 

o The JRC was included in a series of emails from community activists interested in 
stopping a proposed rezone of commercial property to a high-density residential 
use in South Jordan.  Several members of the media were included in the email 
correspondence. 	  

o The proposed rezoning is being considered for lands on the bluffs above the 
Jordan River floodplain.  The property is near a UTA rail station, and on a parcel 
with other commercial properties on three sides.  	  

o The emails also expressed concern about the potential sale and development of 
the Mulligan’s Golf Course.  Renderings of a proposed development on the golf 
course property were included.	  

o The Jordan River Commission was asked by members of the community to take a 
firm position against these proposed projects.  Many of the emails were critical of 
the Jordan River Commission and its role along the river, most wishing that the 
JRC was more of an advocacy organization and would engage more directly in 
local planning processes. 

o The Executive Committee discussed the emails and how to respond, if at all.  The 
decision was to not respond directly to those in the email correspondence, aside 
from directing the media contacts cc’d to the JRC website and staff and Board to 
learn more about the mission of the JRC.   

o The Executive Committee also asked the Director to prepare a letter to the City of 
South Jordan offering the JRC’s technical assistance to the City, while affirming the 
JRC’s respect for the City’s ultimate planning authority and thanking the City for the 
work they have done to improve the river corridor.  The City has not yet contacted 
the Commission to request or decline technical assistance from the JRC. 
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ITEM 4 – TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEEE REPORT 

 
Chris McCandless asked Dave Eckhoff to present this item. 
 

Dave Eckhoff provided an update on the activities of the Technical Advisory Committees, 
specifically focusing on a request to offer suggestions to Fehr & Peers, a local 
transportation consulting firm, to offer comments and feedback to be considered as part of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) process for an extension of the Porter Rockwell Boulevard 
highway.  Several sections of the highway are already constructed, and the road alignment is 
fairly well established already, and the EA will analyze the impacts of connecting the dots 
between these existing segments. 

 

The Technical Advisory Committee reviewed and discussed the proposed alignment and 
made a few recommendations, which include: 
 
o Allowing for as wide of a bridge span as possible over the river to avoid hardening the 

stream banks and too narrowly constraining natural river movement. 
o Managing invasive vegetation and implement strategies to limit the spread of invasive 

species during construction 
o Re-vegetate construction corridors as quickly as possible following construction to 

minimize invasive vegetation establishment.  
o Work closely with Salt Lake County and other stakeholders to accommodate the Jordan 

River Parkway Trail corridor and any other easements.  

 
 

ITEM 5A – INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT UPDATES 
 

Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to introduce this topic. 
 
! Laura Hanson discussed Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Updates 

o Succession planning for new board members and leadership roles 
o We need to bring ILA into compliance with state law – HB17 

! Change may to shall adopt bylaws and policies 
! Adopt any policies needed 
! Comply with the state laws that also govern our member 

governments 
! If state laws governing our member agencies conflict, we may choose 

which to follow. 
! Mark Bedel commented that the JRC will need to look at what it does, compare that 

to the activities of our member agencies, and then identify the appropriate state laws 
to which we must comply. Mark will work on the drafting of that. 

! Rebecca Call commented that the executive committee does not necessarily need to 
be in ILA but could be in by-laws. There are other aspects that we could keep in our 
by-laws rather than in the ILA so we are not backed into a corner later. 
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ITEM 5B – STRATEGIC PLANNING DISCUSSION (CONTINUED FROM MARCH 20, 2014) 

 
Chris McCandless asked Laura Hanson to present this item.   
 
! Mark Bedel commented that we need an evaluation metric for strategic plan – a 

benchmark to determine if we have met the goal or not. 
! Rebecca Call suggested that we expand the table on page 29 of the Blueprint Jordan 

River draft. 
! Chris McCandless suggested that rather than dates of when something has been 

accomplished, what about a report card on what cities have done? 
! Amy Winder-Newton commented that we need talking points about the river that we 

can get out to the member cities. Social media and the press would be good 
mediums for this. 

! Julie Peck-Dabling agreed that we need to communicate better with cities about what 
the Commission is doing and our mission. 

! Chris McCandless commented that the board has to recognize limitations of staff and 
proposed meeting face-to-face with representatives quarterly to give them updates. 

! Laura Hanson suggested quarterly written report and then annual meeting with cities 
after that. 

! Chris McCandless commented that the reports could show up on public commentary 
at the governmental meetings rather than on agenda to provide a positive spin. The 
commission could be from a public forum rather than lobbying to get on the agenda, 
which could help with community relations. 

! Mark Bedel commented that we need to continue improving on the work plan 
outlined on page 29 of the Blueprint Jordan River and to identify which objectives we 
are serving. We need to keep track of what we are doing to see if we are 
accomplishing what we say we will. Essentially, are theory and practice in alignment 
is what need to be asking. 

! Rebecca Call asked if we want logos on the back of the document? This could be 
used as a thank you for support from ex-officio members. She also commented that 
we need to acknowledge artists and photographers in all photos and get high-
resolution copies to replace existing grainy photos. 

! Chris McCandless proposed that for the next meeting, we get the document out of 
draft status so we can begin distribution. 

 
 
 

ITEM 6 – OTHER BUSINESS 
 

! Rebecca Call mentioned that Saratoga Springs is completing a wetland delineation and 
cultural survey for the Utah Lake Shoreline.  Laura Hanson suggested to them that the 
City also do a cultural survey and weltands delineation for the Jordan River corridor from 
Saratoga to Lehi. The city will be completing this.   

! Rebecca Call also discussed current problems in her community with property owners 
putting personal property down to JRC on river property. She suggested that the county 
reclaim the state lands to prevent the situation from become worse. Additionally, she 
stated that the Saratoga Springs City Council recently approved a rezone abutting the JR 
from R3 to R6. 

! Mike Horrocks discussed the upcoming rowing competition (Regatta) May 10-11 in West 
Valley/Salt Lake on river and suggested that this could be emailed to members and cities 
as an activity on the river for them to spectate. 

! Chris McCandless brought up the example of Spanish Fork’s stormwater retention on-site 
policy.  He suggested that this could be a model and should be explored – especially for 
small infill projects that can be problematic to deal with for infrastructure. 
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! Rebecca Call suggested that we have the Utah Lake and Jordan River Commissions 
meet once a year to discuss common issues, projects, collaborations, etc. This could also 
include the Great Salt Lake Advisory Council. 

! Laura Ault discussed the State’s efforts to develop a Comprehensive Management Plan 
for the Jordan River and that an RFP will be coming out soon. She mentioned that their 
scope could only include the lands within their jurisdiction, and asked the Cities if they 
might contribute to expand that scope  She estimated that the contributions from cities 
may range from $20,000-$30,000 and would be a one-time contribution.   

! Chris McCandless suggested we draft concept for this in the next four weeks, it should 
come from the state to include non-member cities. 

! Laura Hanson commented that data could also go towards participation (in-kind 
contribution instead of money).  For example, the wetland delineation and cultural survey 
being completed by Saratoga Springs and an ecological assessment being initiated by 
Salt Lake City. 
 

 
ITEM 7 – CONFIRM NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURN 
 

The next meeting of the Jordan River Commission Governing Board will be May 15, 
2014, 9:00-1:00, Taylorsville City Hall. 

 
On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned.  
 


