
JORDAN RIVER COMMISSON  
Board of Commissioners – Regular Meeting 

Minutes of June 16, 2011 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Jordan River Commission, was held on Thursday, June 

16, 2011. The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Corey Rushton, Commission Chair, at 9:00 am at 

the Day-Riverside Library, 1575 W 1000 N, Salt Lake City, UT 84116. 
 

ATTENDENCE 

Name Position   Present   

Councilman  
Corey Rushton 

Board Chair, West Valley City X 

Councilman 
Chris McCandless 

Board Vice-Chair, Sandy City X 

Richard Bay Board Member, Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District 
X 

By alternate: 
Bart Forsyth 

Councilman 
Bill Colbert 

Board Member, Draper City  

Mayor 
Peter Corroon 

Board Member, Salt Lake County 

X 
By alternate: 
Julie Peck-

Dabling 

Commissioner 
Louenda Downs 

Board Member, Davis County X 

Commissioner 
Larry Ellertson 

Board Member, Utah County  

Councilman  
Irvin Jones 

Board Member, City of South Salt Lake  X 

Councilman  
Stan Porter 

Board Member, City of North Salt Lake 
X 

By alternate: 
Ken Leetham 

Councilman  
Tee Tyler 

Board Member, Cottonwood Heights X 

Mayor 
Russ Wall 

Board Member, Taylorsville  

Councilman 
David Wilde 

Board Member, Salt Lake County X 

Jenny Wilson Ex-Officio Member, Community at Large X 

Mark Bedel Ex-Officio Member, Jordan River Foundation X 
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ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 
Laura Hanson, Jordan River Commission  
John Whitehead, DEQ, Division of Water Quality 
Chris Cline, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
David Eckhoff, University of Utah Civil Engineering 
Gregory Williams, DNR, Division of Water Resources 
Vanessa Anderson, NeighborWorks Salt Lake 
Dan Potts, Salt lake County Fish and Game Association 
Michael Budig, Wasatch Mountain Club 
Lynn Larsen, Salt Lake County Parks and Recretion 
Christine Morr 
Jeff Salt, Great Salt Lakekeeper 
Mark Attencio, Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District 
Scott Stoddard, US Army Corps of Engineers 
Alene Bentely, Rocky Mountain Power 
Bill Yates, Great Salt Lake Audubon 
Bill Barnes 
Wilf Sommerkorn, Salt Lake City Planning 
Jeremiah Stettler, Salt Lake Tribune 
Emy Maloutas, Salt Lake City Parks and Public Land 
Gabe Epperson, Envision Utah 
Tracy Tran, Envision Utah 
Ray Wheeler, Restoration Network 
Michael Horrocks, Wasatch Rowing Foundation 
Ken Leetham, North Salt Lake Community and Economic Development 
Eric McCulley, Legacy Nature Preserve 
Sumner Swaner, Center for Green Infrastructure Design  
LaNiece Davenport, Wasatch Front Regional Council 
 
 

MINUTES 

 
 

ITEM 1 – WELCOME 
 
Commissioner Rushton, Board Chair, called the meeting to order.  He welcomed the group and the growing 
number of members in the audience, and thanked the Day-Riverside Library for its hospitality.  He also reminded 
the audience that the meeting will be conduced in accordance with open public meeting law and that all 
decisions and discussion will take place in an open meeting forum.    

 
ITEM 2 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
The minutes from the May 19, 2011 meeting were discussed and the following changes were made: 

 
1. Item 5 – paragraph starting with Commissioner McCandless.  Typo in first line.  “And” should be 

“an.” 
2. Item 7A – Second Motion. Additional language added.  “Mark Bedel made a motion that the 

Commisison accept the Salt Lake County Fish and Game Association as an Ex-Officio member 
today, because of their broad scope and how it fits within the areas of expertise identified, and Dan 
Potts is here to talk about his organization and their interest in the Commission.”  

3. Item 7A – discussion under second motion.  Additional language added between the comments of 
Commissioner Wilde and Commissioner Rushton. “Mr. Potts was again asked to describe his 
organization.  Mr. Potts noted that he thought he had already provided that information, but would be 
happy to answer any additional questions.” 

 
Motion – Commissioner Louenda Downs made a motion to approve the agenda and approve the 
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minutes from the May 19, 2011 meeting with the stated changes. 
Second – Commissioner Jenny Wilson 
Discussion - none 
Vote – Unanimous in favor 

 
 
ITEM 3 – PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton asked if there were any members of the public there to speak to the 
Commission regarding items not listed on the agenda. 
 
Jeff Salt: Last month community members were disrespected. I was prepared to make a presentation on the 
Sports Complex, skipped a legislative meeting, and was not able to make the presentation. The river is the 
people’s, not owned by governments. The people have a right to have a voice on the river. The Commission 
does not include environmental voice or a voice of the people. How can the “people” bring issues to the 
Commission when the “people” do not have a voice on the Commission?  Sports Complex: 160 acres, $50 
million, this project conflicts with the Jordan River Blueprint – supposed to be reserved as a nature park, not a 
sports complex. It is vital for the Commission to reconsider the position of the Commission on the Sports 
Complex. 
 
Ray Wheeler: Blueprint Jordan River. Understand the primary purpose of the Commission is to review and 
approve development within the Jordan River corridor. Conclude the Sports Complex is not consistent with 
Blueprint Jordan River. This area is supposed to preserved as natural open space, as indicated in the e-mail 
from Gabe Epperson (regarding the Blueprint Jordan River), which was handed out. 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton thanked the speakers for their comments, and began to move on the next 
agenda item. 
 
Commissioner McCandless asked to respond to the comments. Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that 
any Commission discussion is out of order, and asked the Board if anyone objected to Commission McCandless 
making a comment.  No objections. 
 
Commissioner McCandless noted that the reason that the presentation was not allowed at the last meeting was 
because it is not appropriate to review projects at this time. And that request to review the athletic complex was 
denied because the Commission does not yet have a functioning Technical Advisory Committee to review the 
projects. He also noted that he feels the environmental and recreational interests are represented at the meeting.  
He noted that he spends two-three days a week outdoors and am very much interested in the outdoors.  He 
apologized if his comments at the last meeting were disrespectful and that it was unintentional. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel asked to make a comment as well. Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that any 
Commission discussion is again out of order, and asked the Board if anyone had objections to the comments.  
No objections. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel, noted that Salt Lake City is not a member of the Commission yet and that the 
Commission needs to be careful reviewing projects of a City before the City is a member of the Commission.  
 
A member of the audience asked to respond. Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that any further 
discussion is out of order, and that the Commission will be moving on to Item 4 of the agenda. 
 

 
ITEM 4 – MEMBER PRESENTATION 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton introduced this topic and asked Ms. Julie Peck Dabling to speak to this topic.  
Ms. Peck-Dabling noted that she sits on this Commission as an alternate for Salt Lake County Mayor Peter 
Corroon.  She noted that Ms. Ann Ober from the Mayor’s office is in attendance and would like to give a short 
presentation of the proposed parks bond. 
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Ms. Ober thanked the Commission and passed out a list of projects that the County has funded and 
implemented along the Jordan River in the past 6.5 years - $16.5 million of investment. She noted that an open 
space bond was approved and funded the acquisition of several open space parcels throughout the County, 
many of which were planned for future parks.  However, this bond did not include money for the development of 
those parks.  She noted that there is not a Liberty Park comparable in the Southwest area of SL Co and that 
there are several parks in need of maintenance and repair. 
 
A $110 million bond proposed for open space/parks improvements. She noted that the County hopes to use this 
money to leverage for other funds (federal). The County recognizes the UP bridge is the biggest bottleneck in the 
Jordan River Parkway trail system to be addressed. Bond money would go to trailheads, park improvements, 
trail improvements in cities. 
 
Commissioner McCandless asked about the County’s time frame? Ms. Ober noted that the goal is to have this 
on the ballot this fall, bond in January, and have three years for project construction. Commissioner McCandless 
noted that it is prudent to try to get this on the ballot this year because the construction costs are at 2005 levels 
today. And interest rates are low.   
 
Ms. Ober handed out a list of the specific projects identified in the proposed bond. Projects along the Jordan 
River include $2 million is set aside for Midvale park, four new trailheads, Constitution Park (SLC), Redwood 
Regional Park, $10 million contribution to SLC Sports Complex. Originally $4 million was planned for Jordan 
River, after conversations with Salt Lake City an additional $4 million has been added to help implement the 
north temple UP bridge. She noted that the list has been developed through conversations with every Mayor in 
the County. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson asked when the drop dead date to have this approved in order to get it on the ballot 
for November.  Ms. Ober noted that the item will be on the County Council’s agenda again this coming Tuesday, 
and that she expected a decision then.  However the drop dead date is in August 13 if this will be done as a 
ballot initiative. 
 
Commissioner David Wilde asked if Ms. Ober had any thoughts about what was said earlier about the Salt Lake 
City Sports Complex, and if this bond id good for the river. Ms. Ober noted she has not been involved and does 
not feel comfortable making comment.  She did note that Mayor Corroon has had discussions with SLC, and that 
he has committed to helping fund this project and is open to managing the facility.  
 
Commissioner Wilson noted that the needs for completing the Jordan River trail development exceeds the $4 
million and if there is any prioritization for those projects.  Ms. Ober noted that originally they had been thinking 
about the 9000 South tunnel, but that in conversations with Commissioner McCandless that there may be other 
opportunities out there for that piece. The idea is that with $4 mill available, there is an opportunity want to 
leverage this amount of money. Estimates to finish the trail are $11 million, need $8 mill from Utah State, Fed, 
etc to complete this project. 
 

Motion – Commissioner Jenny Wilson made a motion to send a general letter of support to the 
County Council stating that the Commission supports trail development and open space 
preservation along the Jordan River, and that the Commission serve in an advisory capacity on 
all Jordan River Trail projects. 
 
Discussion – 
 

Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that he disagreed, premature, wait for review and Salt Lake 
County’s vote. This is involved with the Sports Complex, and that our support could be 
misconstrued. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson noted that her motion included trail development and open space.  
 
Commissioner Chris McCandless suggested an amendment noting that the support is subject 
only to members and cities belonging to Jordan River Commission.   
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Commissioner Louenda Downs asked to clarify the bond projects, and confirmed that the 
proposal specifically identifies the Athletic Complex. 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton collected the discussion noting that there is a motion and a 
suggested amendment. 
 
Executive Director Laura Hanson asked for clarification on the motion amendment regarding 
limiting the support only to the cities within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  She noted that the $4 
million for the parkway bridge over the UP property in Salt Lake City, which is not a member of 
the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson noted that she wanted to avoid specifying a specific amount and 
that the Commission supports open space and trail development in Jordan River corridor 
through Salt Lake County bond.  
 
Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling clarified that the intent behind the motion is to support the trail 
development, but to take a neutral position on the SLC Sports Complex. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson noted that she is fine with adding an additional statement that notes 
that limitation. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that he would still vote against the motion. 

 
Refined motion by Commissioner Jenny Wilson: 
 

The Jordan River Commission would like to express its support of funding 
open space preservation and trail development along the Jordan River. 
The Commission has decided to take a neutral position on the line item 
directing funding towards the Salt Lake City Athletic Complex, as it is not 
within the jurisdiction of the Commission’s membership. Additionally, the 
Commission requests that it serve in an advisory capacity on any funding 
designated specifically for Jordan River trail development and open space 
preservation. 

 
Commissioner Louenda Downs clarified that the intent behind this is to get something before the 
Salt Lake County Council to encourage them to consider this on the ballot for November.   

 
Second – Mr. Ken Leetham 
 

Commissioner David Wild noted that he is not planning to vote on the motion given his conflict of 
interest as a Salt Lake County Councilmember.  He noted that he has serious reservation about 
this and is unsure how he will vote when the item comes up at the County Council meeting.  He 
noted that this is an off-year for elections, and fewer voters will turn out.  In addition, SLC does 
have a Mayor election this year and will see high turnout, other cities will have a lower turnout 
which may bias the vote. He noted that he prefers to see this issue on the ballot during a year 
when high expectation of voter turnout is expected. He also noted that the County will likely not 
be able to give its employees a raise and increase taxes for recreation at the same time. He 
noted that there is push on convention center/hotel - $200 million bond, voting machines, and a 
DA office bldg. Kennecott’s assessment went down, which results in a $2 mill decrease in tax 
revenue. The debt review committee has noted that the length of the bond doesn’t match the 
length of the improvements (suggested that parts of this be a 7 year bond instead of 20 year 
bond.  
 
Ms. Ann Ober noted that that term has been changed, and that Zions Bank’s calculation is 
$12.87 per household per year.   
 
Commissioner Wilde summarized in saying that he has some confusion about this bond and the 
details of the payments, timing, etc. 
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Commission Chair Corey Rushton asked Commissioner Wilde what the influence of a letter of 
support from this Commission would be on this.  Commissioner Wilde noted that the Mayor 
would like to see this pass and needs a republican vote.  He noted that the Commission’s input 
would likely have influence on him, and that if he had his way that he would like to wait until the 
economy is better and put together a bond just focused on the Jordan River.  
 
Mr. Ken Leetham and Commissioner McCandless noted that they felt the motion was 
appropriate and that this is a good time to bond. 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted he and Ms. Laura Hanson had prepared some 
informational material for the Mayors office about this and that was what he was comfortable 
with.  He would be in favor of drafting a letter and then bringing it back for consideration and 
feels like sending a letter now is shooting from the hip again.  He is also concerned that the letter 
may cause more damage than good and that he would speak against the motion. 
 
Commissioner Louenda Downs asked if the Commission could receive an emailed summary of 
what is prepared in response to the motion.  She also noted that if any entity is there to speak for 
our portion of the Jordan River parkway that it is this Commission and that we may be remiss if 
we did not express our support for that element. 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that he felt that the Commmission has shown that 
support in less formal routes and that the formal route may not be helpful. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson noted that if the motion passes that she would put in a request to 
attend and speak at the County Council meeting on Tuesday to read the statement. 

 
Vote –   

7 in favor - Commissioner Irvin Jones, Commissioner David Wilde, Commissioner 
Louenda Downs, Commissioner Chris McCandless, Commissioner Jenny 
Wilson, Commissioner Tee Tyler, Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling, Mr. Ken Leetham 

 2 against – Commissioner Corey Rushton, Commissioner Mark Bedel  
 1 abstention – Commissioner David Wilde  
 
Motion carries. 
 

 
ITEM 5 – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
Executive Director Laura Hanson provided a summary of work completed since the last meeting.   This included 
continued outreach to potential commission members and stakeholders, promoting the logo contest, and various 
administrative tasks. 
 

• The Commission has agreed to the insurance proposal from the Utah Local Governments Trust. 
• A sample resolution was prepared for each member to consider modifying the Interlocal Agreement. 
• A draft Records Management Policy was drafted. 
• Commission Chair Corey Rushton, Mr. Karl Hendrickson and Ms. Laura Hanson meet with the Salt Lake 

City Council leadership to discuss the City’s potential participation in the Commission.  The city’s budget 
includes a contribution to the commission, but it appears the city is still not ready to join.  

• Saratoga Springs has also included participation in the Commission in its budget and will vote on June 
21

st
. 

• UTA’s corporate staff has reviewed the interlocal and is expected to join as well. 
 
The US Army Corps of Engineers has money in an account collected as in lieu fees for mitigation of wetlands 
destruction.  The funds can be used for construction of replacement wetlands now and requests can be 
submitted at any time. In addition, it is possible for the Commission to apply to be a sponsor of an in lieu fee 
program, and collect future in lieu fees.  The process is not clear yet, but will research further.  In addition, the 
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National Parks Service applications due in August.  The Commission is listed as a partner on a GIP grant 
application with the Bonneville CWMA.  The Commission’s role would be in helpgin to coordinate a weed pull.   
Ms. Hanson is preparing a matrix of grants available and all projects being considered along the river.  
  
ITEM 6 – FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Laura Hanson reported on the current balance in the Commission’s financial status: 
 

Enterprise Fund Balance:  $100,956.73 
  Revenue received since last meeting: $80,150.00 

Expenses incurred since last meeting: $6,497.61 for payroll, taxes and benefit expenses, 
website expense and office supplies. 

  
ITEM 7 – PUBLIC HEARING – FY 2011-2012 BUDGET 
 
Ms. Laura Hanson 
 
She noted two suggested changes to the budget, which were not included in the tentative budget that was 
posted online at time of public notice: 
 

1. Account # 3100 Accounting Services – increasing this to $600 to cover year end financial review. 
2. Account # 5100 Insurance – increasing this to $4,000 to cover the insurance policy amounts quoted 

by Utah Local Governments Trust. 
 
Per Board direction, Ms. Laura Hanson and Mr. Ken Leetham looked into the differences between an Enterprise 
Fund and a General Fund.  The difference is that an enterprise fund may be amended at any time without a 
public hearing. 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton opened the public hearing.  No members of the public stepped 
forward to give comments. Commission Chair Corey Rushton closed the public hearing. 
 

Motion – Commissioner Jenny Wilson made a motion to approve the budget. 
Second –  Commissioner Chris McCandless 
Discussion –  
 
Commissioner Louenda Downs asked for clarification on whether the motion is to adopt the budget as 
an enterprise fund or a general fund. 
 
Ms. Hanson noted that she Included some board member correspondence in the meeting packets 
regarding whether this budget should be an enterprise fund or general fund.  Commissioner Mark Bedel 
had questions about the enterprise fund and noted that his gut feeling was that this needed to a general 
fund since the Commission is not collecting fees for a service.  
 
Commissioner Irvin Jones, noted that South Salt Lake’s Director of Finance recommended a special 
revenue fund and that we enlist the help of a professional to set this up correctly. 
 
In an email, Mr. Karl Hendrikson expressed that he was surprised by the enterprise fund 
recommendation, but that he would defer to the State Auditor’s Office on this decision.  Mr. Ken Leetham 
noted that he spoke to Richard Moon at the State Auditor’s Office and that his guidance indicated that 
either type of fund could be used in this application. He felt that the auditing requirements for an 
enterprise fund of this size are simple. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson ask if the Commission could delay this decision until this is resolved.  Ms. 
Hanson noted that the budget must be approved before July 1, but that it could be amended at any time. 
 
Commissioner Downs noted that an enterprise fund is easier to amend, but that this is different than she 
is used to as well. She recommended adopting the budget today as an enterprise fund, since it would be 
easier to amend if the Board decided to change to a general or special revenue fund.  
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Amended Motion –   Commissioner Jenny Wilson motion to approve the budget as an enterprise 
fund and including the proposed changes, and that the next month should be used to explore the 
various options. 
Second – Commissioner Chris McCandless 
 
Ms. Laura Hanson asked if it would be helpful to hear directly from the State Auditor’s Office on this 
issue.  She noted that both she and Mr. Ken Leetham have been speaking with the staff there regularly 
about this, and that their advice so far has been directing the Commission towards an enterprise fund.   
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson agreed that a formal letter of recommendation from the State Auditor’s 
office would be useful. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that rather than a letter of recommendation, that we just really need to 
understand the options. 
 
Vote – Unanimous in favor 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

ITEM 7A – DISCUSS EXOFFICIO MEMBER STRUCTURE AND REPRESENTATION 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton asked Ms. Laura Hanson to introduce this agenda item. 
 
Ms. Laura Hanson directed the Board to a meeting packet that includes all applications for ex-officio positions, 
and updates since the last meeting.   She noted that the Salt Lake County Fish and Game Association, Ivan 
Weber, and Karen Nichols all withdrew their applications.  Salt Lake County Fish and Game Association sent a 
letter, which is included in the meeting packet.  Ivan Weber felt that the time commitment was too great for his 
participation.  Karen Nichols felt her expertise could better contribute to the technical committee. 
 
Ms. Hanson reviewed the process up to this point, and identified the areas of expertise that the Board is looking 
to acquire through ex-officio members.  There are currently six ex-officio positions on the board, two of which 
have been filled by Commissioners Jenny Wilson and the Jordan River Foundation.  This leaves four open seats. 
 
The decision needs to be made today is determining which of these applicants best fit the areas of expertise 
being sought by the Board, and ensuring that the Board includes broad representation and good balance.  She 
noted that from the list of applicants, she felt that it is possible to appoint a group of members that represents 
broad interests and a nice range of perspectives board. 
 
Ms. Laura Hanson noted that it would be good to discuss the procedures for decision-making before the Board 
hears from each of the applicants, to ensure that everyone understand the process.  
 
Commissioner Louenda Downs asked if it would be possible to have each board member indicate their vote on a 
piece of paper.  Commission Chair Corey Rushton, noted that all decision making needs to be in an open forum, 
so paper ballots would need to be read into the minutes. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that it would be helpful to vote on individual entities, and take the votes one at a 
time.  He noted that it would be important for the audience to understand that while the Commission wants to fill 
all these spaces quickly with qualified people, that not all spaces are required to be filled right away. 
 
Commission Corey Rushton asked Ms. Hanson to quickly introduce each applicant.  Brief discussion will occur 
afterward, and then each recommendation will be voted upon individually. 
 
Vanessa Anderson, NeighborWorks: NeighborWorks is a non-profit organization.  They have no members, but 
offer services and education to youth, first time homebuyers and those in financial difficulty.  NeighborWorks is 
focused on improving neighborhoods.  Ms. Laura Hanson noted that they are currently working on a trail map for 
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the Jordan River in Salt Lake City and highlighting the river as a way to rebrand and put a more positive light on 
the west side of the city. 
 
Dave Eckhoff: MR. Eckhoff is an adjunct Civil Engineering professor and previous consultant. His background 
includes 30 years is water resources.  He has been a blue ribbon member on water quality studies, and is happy 
to serve in any capacity. Commissioner Chris McCandless noted that Mr. Eckhoff is a legend in the industry. He 
asked Mr. Eckhoff whether he is interested in either an Ex-Officio or Technical position? He is interested most in 
the Technical Committee. 
 
Christine Morr: Ms. Morr is an architect of 20 yrs. She has served as the director of Arts Commission in Ogden 
and on many other arts and cultural boards and committees.  She does not have a political or organizational 
affiliation, and is specifically interested in working to improve Salt Lake City.  She is interested in either a 
technical committee or board position. 
 
Michael Budig, Wasatch Mountain Club:  Mr. Budig is interested in both recreation and conservation, he is a 
resident and landowner along the Jordan River.  He is a conservationist, and enjoys hiking, biking, canoeing, etc. 
He noted that he would like to contribute to efforts as an Ex-Officio member.  Ms. Hanson noted that the Club 
organizes float trips down the river every Wednesday during the summer, and that the Club has offered to take 
any Commission members along if interested.  Mr. Budig also noted that the Club offers other activities every 
Saturday and Sunday. His home is in Salt Lake City across from Peace Gardens. Commissioner Mark Bedel 
asked why he is interested in the Governing Board position instead of the TAC? Mr. Budig noted that his interest 
is in resources as a landowner and recreationalist.  He felt that the board needs representatives with concerns in 
these areas. 
 
Michael Horrocks, Wasatch Rowing Foundation: Mr. Horrocks began his introduction with some comments 
regarding the previous meeting and the board’s decision not to discuss the request to review the Salt Lake City 
Athletic Complex. He felt that it would have been nice to learn more about this project and would have liked to 
have heard the board discuss it.  Mr. Horrocks is president of Wasatch Rowing Foundation, which is currently 
applying for a 501.3.c organization. He noted that there is rowing in PAC 12 by all universities except AZ and UT, 
and use of the Jordan River could facilitate everyday use by University of Utah. He noted that he didn’t realize a 
Technical Committee would exist, and would be happy to be on either the board or the TAC. 
 
Lynn Larsen, Jordan River Foundation: Mr. Larsen is also an alternate for Mark Bedel on Jordan River 
Foundation, and is happy to be on Technical Committee. 
 
Alene Bentley, Rocky Mountain Power (RMP):  Ms. Bentley noted that RMP is a prominent feature of Jordan 
River corridor, and that the company has an obligation under National Electric Safety Code to protect the corridor 
for safety purposes. Just north of 9000 South, RMP has granted an easement to Salt Lake County for riverbank 
restoration.  RMP recognizes the corridor for its assets, and hopes the commission recognizes the power 
corridor running adjacent to the river is the main artery serving lands north and south of Salt Lake County. The 
majority of the power corridor is owned in fee. A 345 kV line corridor is typically 150 feet wide, while a 150 kV 
line is 70 – 100 feet wide. RMP has an environmental department and arborist department with technical 
expertise.  
 
Greg Hardy, Chevron:  (on business trip). Ms. Laura Hanson read a statement from Chevron explaining the 
company’s interest in participating in the community, and that a core value of the company is protecting the 
environment.  
 
Emy Maloutas (SLC Parks) on behalf of Tom Ward:  Mr. Ward is applying to be a member out of personal 
interest, not as a Salt Lake City employee.  He bikes and runs on trail is south part of the County, and 
understands water rights, return flows, riparian corridor management, irrigation systems, etc. Mr. Bart Forsyth 
noted that he knows Tom, and that he has good technical expertise. Commissioner Chris McCandless asked if 
he would be interested in the TAC?  Yes.  
 
Summer Swaner, Center for Green Infrastructure Design: would prefer to be on Technical Committee, 20 yrs 
of landscape architecture and contracting. On the Board of the Swaner Ecocenter, USU adjunct professor, 
consultant on land use concerns. Mr. Swaner noted that he has also duck hunted on Jordan River.  
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Gregory Williams, Utah DNR, Division of Water Resources: 25 yrs of utility and water business, GHID 10 yrs, 
WJDN, now State Utah Area Specialist for Water Resources in Jordan River basin. Serves on many committees 
technical and non-technical committees including the Salt Lake County Water Quality Plan involvement.  
 
Ms. Laura Hanson noted that there are several folks that applied to be ex-officio members, but have also 
expressed interest in serving on the technical committee, and there are others that did not apply and would like 
to participate in that technical committee.  She noted that there is no formal application process for the technical 
committee, and people do not need to apply for that role.  She asked if the board is interested in hearing from 
those interested in serving on the technical committee today or just those interested in an ex-officio position.  
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that the focus today is just on the ex-officio members, and that the 
technical committee will be addressed a future meeting. 
 
Both Commissioners Chris McCandless and Commissioner Louenda Downs asked if it would be possible to start 
filling that committee today. It was decided that the board may suggest preliminary appointments to that 
committee today, but that the final technical committee membership will be confirmed at a later time. 
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton, opened the discussion of the applicants among the Board.  
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that we have four slots to fill and felt that if the Commission could fill three 
today that it would be good progress, and has requested that we keep one space open.  Specifically he would 
like to see the Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce fill that space. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson noted that she felt that applicants representing cities that are not commissioner 
members should not be appointed at this time.  She said that should would be happy to consider both Tom Warn 
and NeighborWorks at a later time.  She suggested that Tom Ward should represent SLC or Draper or be on the 
Technical Committee.  It was later noted that Draper City is currently a member of the Commission. 
 
Commisioner Chris McCandless also recommended that the Commission leave one space open.  He suggested 
that from the talent that we’ve seen today that we recommend several of these organizations for the technical 
advisory committee members.  He is sensitive to dragging this process out longer, and would like to appoint Tom 
Ward, Christine Morr, Greg Williams, Sumner Swaner and Lynn Larsen to the TAC.  
 
Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling suggested that she is ready to recommend four organizations be appointed as ex-ofifcio 
members to the board:  

1) NeighborWorks 

2) Rowing Club 

3) RMP 

4) Chevron 

Commissioner Louenda Downs also noted that she liked Michael Horrocks of the Wasatch Rowing Foundation 
as a representative on the TAC for the recreation community, but agrees with the other recommendations.  
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that he would advocate for the Wasatch Rowing Foundation as an ex-
officio member.  He felt that this was a unique recreational use and that the focus of his organization aligns with 
the focus of the Commission. He would support a motion recommending this organization. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that he felt that the Wasatch Mountain Club would be a better member to 
represent the recreational community.  The organization has been around longer with larger membership and 
commitment towards a broader recreational interest. He felt NeighborWorks is a good choice as they are a 
people based organization and would represent the community. And also felt that Rocky Mountain Power is a 
good corporate member and has a long standing relationship with the river. 
 
Mr. Ken Leetham noted that he agrees that NeighborWorks is a great organization and that the Commission 
should find a way to involve them.  He thinks that both recreational organizations should be on the TAC, and he 
supports both Chevron and Rocky Mountain Power as ex-officio members.  He noted that he felt that there was a 
space for everyone in some capacity.  Mr. Leetham excused himself from the meeting. 
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Motion –  Commissioner Chris McCandless made a motion to appoint Rocky Mountain Power, 
Chevron, and Wasatch Rowing Foundation as Ex- Officio Members, and that David Eckhoff, 
Christine Moore, Tom Ward, David Eckhoff, Sumner Swaner, and Gregory Williams as Technical 
Advisory Committee members. 
Second – Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling 
Discussion –  
Commission Chair Corey Rushton expressed his support for the motion.  He noted that Mr. Williams 
might have other means to participate in the Commission through the Interlocal Agreement.   
 
Mr. Gregory Williams noted that the State is the actual owner of the river and should be included.  
Commissioner Corey Rushton noted that there has been good representation from the State so far, and 
that there are lots of ways to coordinate with the State. 
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that the Commission has reached out to the State and is working 
actively to bring the various departments onto the Board through the Interlocal Agreement.  
 
Commissioner Mark Bedel noted that he cannot support the motion, but that it is difficult in that it is so 
sweeping. He noted that of the three, he can support Rocky Mountain Power.  He feels that the Wasatch 
Rowing Foundation is a great organization, but that their focus is fairly specific and would like to see 
broader interests represented.  He also cautioned the Board in appointing Chevron in that Salt Lake City 
is not a Commission member, and that they ought to be officially on the board before this appointment is 
considered. He also noted that he would prefer to vote on applicants one at a time. 
 
Commissioner David Wilde that the board should just vote on this motion, and if there is concern that we 
can address it then.  He noted his support of the motion. 
 
Substitute Motion – Commissioner Mark Bedel made a motion that each ex-officio member be 
voted on individually, and that the TAC be voted on separately as well. 
Second – Commissioner Louenda Downs 
Discussion – none 
Vote – Unanimous in favor 
 

 
1. Wasatch Rowing Foundation 
Discussion –  none 
Vote –  8 in favor - Commissioner Corey Rusthon, Commissioner David Wilde, Commissioner Louenda 

Downs, Commissioner Chris McCandless, Commissioner Jenny Wilson, 
Commissioner Tee Tyler, Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling, Mr. Ken Leetham 

 2 against – Commissioner Mark Bedel, Commissioner Irvin Jones  
  0 abstentions  
  
  

2. Rocky Mountain Power  
Discussion –  none 
Vote–  9 in favor – Commissioner Corey Rusthon, Commissioner David Wilde, Commissioner Louenda 

Downs, Commissioner Chris McCandless, Commissioner Jenny Wilson, 
Commissioner Tee Tyler, Commissioner Mark Bedel, Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling, Mr. 
Ken Leetham 

 1 against – Commissioner Irvin Jones  
  0 abstentions  
  
  

3. Chevron 
Discussion –  none 
Vote –  6 in favor - Commissioner Corey Rusthon, Commissioner David Wilde, Commissioner Louenda 

Downs, Commissioner Chris McCandless, Commissioner Jenny Wilson, Ms. Julie 
Peck-Dabling, Mr. Ken Leetham 
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 3 against – Commissioner Mark Bedel, Commissioner Irvin Jones, Commissioner Tee Tyler  
  0 abstentions  
  
 Motion carries and all three appointed to the Governing Board as ex-officio members. 

 
 
4. David Eckoff, Tom Ward, Lynn Larsen, Christine Morr, Greg Williams, Sumner Swaner 
Discussion –  
Commissioner Mark Bedel pointed out the letter in the meting packet from the Utah Anglers Coalition 
recommending the Salt Lake County Fish and Game Association for the TAC, and that this was not 
discussed. 
 
Commissioner Jenny Wilson noted that the commission can still add people to the technical committee.  
Ms. Laura Hanson also noted that there are at least two other individuals also interested in participating 
in this capacity that have not yet been discussed. 
 
Amended Motion - Commissioner Mark Bedel asked for an amendment to the motion to include 
Dan Potts of the Salt Lake County Fish and Game Association in the appointments to the TAC.  
 
Commission Chair Corey Rushton noted that the meeting today is not really focused on the TAC, and 
that this will be discussed at a future meeting, and that we could consider that at a future time. 
 
Ms. Julie Peck-Dabling requested that Ms. Karen Nichols also be added to the TAC.  Her application is 
included in the packet and she came to the last meeting.  Commissioner Louenda Downs noted that the 
Commission is considering adding a lot of people without fully discussing them.  Commissioner Jenny 
Wilson noted that there will not be a TAC meeting between this meeting and the next, and that the 
Commission needs to dedicate some additional time to this discussion.  Commission Chair agreed that 
the Commission should come back to consider this in more detail at the next meeting. 
 
Amendment dies for lack of second. 
 
Vote – Unanimous in favor 
 

 
ITEM 7B – DISCUSS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPRESENTATION  
 
Not discussed further. Continued. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ITEM 9A – CONSIDER SELECTION OF AN OFFICIAL COMMISSION LOGO 
 
Commissioner Chair Corey Rushton adjourned the formal meeting, and asked Commissioners to initial the logo 
design the preferred on their way out the door.  The winning design was a submission by Justin Wilson from 
Logan Utah. 
 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
CONFIRMATION OF NEXT MEETING:   
 
July 21, 2011, 9:00 am, location TBD 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

1.  Executive Director and Mr. Ken Leetham to further research options for the Commission budget.  


