
MINUTES 

Jordan River Commission 

November 18, 2010 

Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District 

 

In attendance:  Chris McCandless, Jenny Wilson, Corey Rushton, Louenda Downs, Ken Leetham, Stan 

Porter, Hilary Arens, Richard Bay, Karl Hendrickson, Aleta Taylor, Wilf Sommerkorn, Bart Forsyth, Gabe 

Epperson, Kristine Widner, Mark Atencio. 

 

Acting Chair Chris McCandless welcomed members and asked for introductions.  Once all members were 

introduced, the meeting began. 

Gabe Epperson offered an update of potential signatories to the commission.  Saratoga Springs will likely 

join in the next fiscal year.  Draper City has the commission on their city council agenda.  Chris 

McCandless has met with Midvale, and is hoping they will join.  Wilf Sommerkorn of Salt Lake City stated 

that SLC has the commission on the council agenda and is likely to join.  Gabe suggested that Riverton 

City is interested, though they have not previously been involved.  Cottonwood Heights, not a riverfront 

city, is also interested in joining the commission.  Herriman and Lehi cities may also be considered.  

South Jordan has some supporters, but needs further information. 

A discussion began on the adoption of the commission’s bylaws (agenda item #5).  Issues include adding 

the interlocal agreement as an attachment to the bylaws and whether the fee structure is concrete.   

Amending the agreement is approved and the fee structure is flexible.  Karl Hendrickson outlined how 

the bylaws allow for the creation of committees by appointment of the commission.  Also discussed was 

the option for entities to opt out of the commission 60 days before their budget is due.  A motion to 

adopt the bylaws was put forward and approved.  This was done with the understanding that the 

commission has the ability to change the laws and that in any instance of conflict between the bylaws 

and the agreement, the agreement prevails. 

Chris McCandless presented an update of the progress of the lake to lake trail.  Only small segments of 

the area lack trail, these include the “fur breeders” property in West Jordan, 200 S to North Temple in 

Salt Lake City, and a segment in unincorporated Salt Lake County.  Suggestions were made for an 

ongoing gap analysis at further meetings and a motion to get Salt Lake County Open Space Commission 

to approve the lake to lake trail vision.  A motion to approve getting to County to fund the purchase of 

trail gaps with the Jordan River Commission as an advisory body was approved. 

The Jordan River Commission now has a bank account, with funding to hire an executive director.  The 

director’s responsibilities include administration, running meetings, controlling staff and marketing, 

managing partnerships, raising funds and seeking grants.  The position is at the will of the commission, 

and may be subject to an annual review.  Initial thoughts on the director’s salary ($50,000 – $75,000) 



were thought to be too low to attract the level of professional sought.  A group including Jenny Wilson, 

Gabe Epperson, Karl Hendrickson, Richard Bay and Hilary Arens was formed to work on drafting the job 

description. 

Discussion began on the role of ex-officio members (Agenda item # 6 Ex-officio members can compose 

1/3 of the total body.  They can be individuals or groups, who can petition to become a part of the 

commission, or be recommended by the members. There has been support for having dues by in to be 

an ex-officio member, but the bylaws and the agreement allow flexibility. Chris McCandless and 

Commissioner Downs agreed to form the ex-officio committee; the motion was called and approved 

unanimously.  It is possible that dues may drop as more entities join the commission, but it is not likely 

to happen this year.  Corporate, community and school partnerships are discussed. 

Chris McCandless made a motion for Corey Rushton to be the new chair of the Jordan River Commission, 

a two year term (Agenda Item # 7).   Jenny Wilson then motioned for Chris McCandless to be the new 

Co-chair.  Both motions were approved unanimously. 

 

The next commission meeting is to be held at the West Valley City Cultural Celebration Center, 8:30 

A.M. 12/16/10.  


